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What do Chemical 
Engineers do?



Some Problems Chemical Engineers Work On

• Fuels & Energy
• Biotechnology/Drugs
• Food & Beverages
• Consumer Products
• Advanced Materials & Plastics
• Chemicals
• Recycling & Environmental Remediation

3



Fuels & Energy

44



Biotechnology and Medicine Production
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Advanced Materials & Plastics
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http://www.east-coast-plastics.co.uk/http://www.elmhurst.edu/
http://sunloungers.co.uk/

http://www.brooksidepress.org/



Consumer Products
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http://www.christiananswers.net/
http://www.strangenewproducts.com

http://money.cnn.com/
http://www.restockit.com/

http://www.shoplet.com/
http://www.rfidnews.se http://www.oliver13.org

http://www.uk.pg.com/



Food & Beverages
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http://www.newimg.bbc.co.uk

http://cranberries.de/http://www.nestle.fi/site_dir/nestle_fi

http://www.funtimesguide.com

http://www.businessweek.com



Key Advantages @ Illinois

• Core courses – every semester – flexible scheduling
• Cross curricular design projects
• Undergraduate research
• Undergraduate TA’s, tutors, mentors
• Industrial interactions
• Community!
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Chemical Engineering Research

Faculty
o 30+ research faculty
o 3 teaching faculty

* US News & World Report
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UG program*
o #10 for chemical engineering
o #6 overall engineering

Grad program*
o #11 for chemical engineering
o #6 overall engineering



Support and Community

Academic Support

o Tutoring
o Center for Academic Resources in 

Engineering (CARE)
o ChBE Tutoring
o Chemistry Learning Center

o Academic & Career
o SCS Academic Advising
o SCS Career Services
o The Career Center Pre-Health Advising

o Health & Mental Health
o Counseling Center
o McKinley Health Services
o Recreational Facilities

Student Organizations

o 1000+ on campus
o School of Chemical Sciences-Specific

o AIChE
o NOBCCHE
o OXE (Omega Chi Epsilon)
o REACT
o SACNAS
o WiCS

o Grainger College of Engineering
o oSTEM
o NSBE
o SHPE
o SWE
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…But Wait, There’s More!

• Study abroad
• Summer research opportunities
• Internships
• Cooperative Education program
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School of Chemical Sciences Career Services

We assist with…internships, career planning, 
job searching, Career Fairs, employer events, 
and more!
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10000+

53

278

Number of jobs 
posted annually in 

Handshake @ Illinois 
system

Career 
workshops 
this year

On-campus 
interviews with 

employers through 
SCS



Where Chemical Engineers Work
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90% of graduates 
secured a first destination 

before graduation 
(98% within 6 months)

87% of students have 
internships, cooperative 
education, and/or research

63% of students 
stayed in the Midwest

Average starting salary 
for ChBE students who go 
to industry 

$84,181 



Where Our
Chemical Engineering 
Graduates Start
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Food & 
Pharmaceuticals  

24%

Consumer Products/  
Manufacturing

19%

Fuels & Energy 
18%

Chemicals  
17%

Graduate/Professional 
School

9%

Other (consulting,  
banking, etc.)

8%

Materials/Plastics  
5%

Fuels & Energy 
18%



School of Chemical Sciences Academic Advising

• Every student has an assigned advisor who works with 
them throughout their academic journey

• Wolali Dedo, last names A-G
• Hannah Mathwich, last names H-N
• Todd Spinner, last names O-Z
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Academic Advisors Assist Students With…

• Transitioning to the university
• Setting academic, personal, and professional goals
• Locating appropriate campus resources
• Mapping out an individualized degree completion plan
• Understanding departmental and college policies and 

procedures
• General academic and non-academic support
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Helpful Links

• Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering: 
 (will include link to Illini Fest presentation on 9/28/2026)
 https://chbe.illinois.edu/admissions/undergraduate 
 https://chbe.illinois.edu/academics/undergraduate 
• SCS Career Services: 

https://scs.illinois.edu/academics/careers 
• SCS Academic Advising: 

https://scs.illinois.edu/academics/advising 
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https://chbe.illinois.edu/admissions/undergraduate
https://chbe.illinois.edu/academics/undergraduate
https://scs.illinois.edu/academics/careers
https://scs.illinois.edu/academics/advising
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