
The Grainger College of Engineering 
Siebel School of Computing and Data Science 

201 N. Goodwin Avenue, MC-258 
Urbana, IL 61801 

PhD Qualifying Exam Statement Form 

Name: NetID: Last Qualifying Exam Date: 

Ph.D. Advisor: Co-Advisor: 

☐
Please check the box to the left if you would like to share your name with other students in your research area 
taking the Qualifying Exam or a mentor in your research area to receive feedback or assistance in preparing for 
the Qualifying Exam.

English Proficiency 
Graduate students whose native language is not English (regardless of US citizenship) are required to have passed the speak 
section of OEAI (formerly EPI, must have completed any ESL courses if required), TOEFL, or IELTS exam. Please indicate the test 
you took and when you took it.

OEAI (MM/YY): TOEFL or IELTS (MM/YY): 

Research Area 
Please select a Research Area in which you wish to be examined by checking the box beside the area. When sub-areas are 
available, please indicate ranking of sub-areas (1, 2, 3, etc.) when multiple areas are selected. 

☐
Architecture, Compilers and 
Parallel Computing ☐

Systems and Networking (Rankings are required for four sub-areas. The 
two sub-areas in which you prefer not to be evaluated should remain unmarked.)  

Computer Architecture Cyber-Physical Systems 
Compilers Distributed Systems 
Parallel Programming Machine Learning + Data Systems 
System Architecture Networking 

Operating Systems 
Wireless and Mobile Systems 

☐ Interactive Computing ☐ Artificial Intelligence 
Graphics Auto Reas/Mach Learning/Natural Lang Proc 
HCI Vision & Robotics 
Visualization 

☐ Programming Languages, Formal Methods and Software Engineering 
Formal Methods 
Programming Languages 
Software Engineering 

☐ Bioinformatics and Computational Biology 

☐ Computers and Education 

☐ Data and Intelligent Systems 

☐ Scientific Computing 

☐ Security and Privacy 

☐ Theory and Algorithms 



Research Statement 
Please submit your research statement in the space below. This outline of research interests is forwarded to the appropriate 
research area Qualifying Exam Committee. 

 

 
(Updated 4/7/2026) 
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