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What is the TEC Exceleration Fund?

The TEC Exceleration Fund provides student teams in the
Cozad New Venture Challenge with seed funding to launch
their new ventures. The partners of the fund are a group of
engaged supporters of the Technology Entrepreneur Center
who have given their time and resources to help the next
generation of Illinois entrepreneurs. These additional funds
are awarded to the top teams in the Cozad New Venture
Challenge and accelerate their go-to-market strategy.

INTERESTED IN JOINING AND CONTRIBUTING TO
THE TEC EXCELERATION FUND?

Contact Jed Taylor at jedt@illinois.edu.

2022 TEC Exceleration Fund Contributors

Joe Beatty
MEMBER & INVESTOR, HYDE PARK ANGELS
EXECUTIVE CHAIRPERSON, FULLERTON
ALUM, BS ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING '85

Peter Fox
CHAIRMAN, FOX DEVELOPMENT CORP.

Chris Hartman
PRESIDENT, FAIRLAWN CAPITAL
& FAIRLAWN REAL ESTATE

Joe Jablonski
CO-FOUNDER & CPO, OCIENT
ALUM, BS ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 93

Bill Jackson
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DISCOVERY PARTNERS
INSTITUTE, ALUM, BS & MS MECHANICAL
ENGINEERING '83

Marcin Kleczynski
CO-FOUNDER & CEO, MALWAREBYTES
ALUM, BS COMPUTER SCIENCE "12

Scott Rose
CO-CHAIR BUSINESS/FINANCE COMMITTEE,
HYDE PARK ANGELS
ALUM, BS COMPUTER ENGINEERING '87
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Serra Ventures
CHAMPAIGN-BASED VENTURE CAPITAL FIRM
FOCUSED ON EARLY STAGE GROWTH
COMPANIES.

Rick Stephens
AUTHOR, MENTOR, EXECUTIVE COACH, INVESTOR,
INVESTRES, LLC, ALUM, BS BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION & MANAGEMENT '71

Mark Tebbe
CHAIRMAN, CHICAGONEXT AT
WORLD BUSINESS CENTER
ALUM, BS COMPUTER SCIENCE '83

John Thode

CLINICAL PROFESSOR, TECHNOLOGY
ENTREPRENEUR CENTER, MEMBER, HYDE PARK
ANGELS, ALUM, BS ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING '79

Caitlyn Truong
CO-FOUNDER & ZENGINEER, ZENGINES
ALUM, BS ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING '99

Craig & Sabrina Vodnik

SUPPORTERS OF UIUC AWARE PROGRAM
CRAIG: CO-FOUNDER, CLEVERBRIDGE,
ALUM, BS NUCLEAR ENGINEERING '92

SABRINA: FOUNDER, REFINED HAYSTACK
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