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•	 Before beginning an assistantship, you’ll need to check in with MatSE at Illinois' Human Resources to
•	 complete employment paperwork, payment processing and other details.
•	 Arrive on campus and check in with MatSE at Illinois' HR by Aug. 16. International students should plan to 

arrive on campus by the program start date listed on I-20. If you're unable to check in by Aug. 16, contact 
the department in advance.

Step 6: Complete assistantship check-in

•	 Come see what the MatSE at Illinois family is all about during New Student Orientation. You’ll find an array 
of resources and be able to explore our faculty’s interdisciplinary research.

•	 International students will have an additional orientation with ISSS.
•	 All international students are required to check in with ISSS upon arrival to campus.

Step 5: Attend New Student Orientation

•	 Use our course guide to choose your research path and get registered for classes.
•	 Make sure to include required MatSE courses upon registration. Check out our degree requirements.

Step 4: Register for classes

•	 We’ll be sending key information for next steps in the process of your journey to MatSE at Illinois. Keep your 
eyes peeled for pertinent information from MatSE at Illinois, the Graduate College and/or the International 
Student and Scholar Services.

•	 Get ahead of the game by completing the steps outlined in the Graduate College’s Grad Map.

Step 3: Watch your inbox

•	 Explore MatSE at Illinois’ research areas and consider who you’d like to pick as your faculty research advisor/
research group.

•	 Check out our advice for selecting an advisor/research group.
•	 Start connecting with faculty/research groups of interest.
•	 You are encouraged to join a research group as early as possible, but you will need to notify the department 

of the faculty advisor/research group of your choice by Oct. 1.

Step 2: Pick your area of research

•	 Accept your offer by April 15. To do so, respond to the Graduate College’s official notice of admission 
decision once received.

•	 International students should also watch for an email from the Graduate College concerning issuance of a 
visa document (I-20).

•	 Got questions? Email matse-grad@illinois.edu.

Step 1: Accept your offer

Steps to joining MatSE at Illinois

https://isss.illinois.edu/students/incoming/checkin/
https://matse.illinois.edu/academics/graduate-programs/graduate-courses/graduate-course-guide-phd
https://matse.illinois.edu/academics/graduate-programs/graduate-degree-requirements
https://grad.illinois.edu/gradmap/quick-guide
https://matse.illinois.edu/research
https://matse.illinois.edu/academics/graduate-programs/graduate-advising#tile8273
mailto:matse-grad%40illinois.edu?subject=


matse.illinois.edu

Your path to assistantships

Complete new-hire processtasks

Join a research group that offers assistantships by Oct. 1.MICROSCOPE

Once joined, faculty advisor provides funding for
the remainder of the fall and spring semesters.

hand-holding-usd

MatSE at Illinois advisors are prepared to provide 
assistantships for the summer semester and beyond.

CHALKBOARD-TEACHER

If unable to join, try applying for a teaching assistantship in
the spring semester.

Redo-alt

Continue to search for a funded research group.MICROSCOPE

MatSE at Illinois offers 
a five-year funding 
guarantee to its doctoral 
students. This includes a 
full tuition waiver and a 
partial fee waiver.

Five-year Ph.D. 
funding guarantee

The department initiates the research assistantship funding, which transfers to a new research group once the 
faculty advisor is confirmed. Note: This is part of the five-year funding guarantee explained below.

Note: Summer semester support should be discussed with non-MatSE at
Illinois faculty.

https://grainger.illinois.edu/academics/graduate/phd-funding-guarantee
https://grainger.illinois.edu/academics/graduate/phd-funding-guarantee

