2007 Bituminous Paving Conference

June 8, 2007

Planning Committee Meeting

Attending: Imad Al-Qadi, Leslie Elble, Leslie Sweet, Bill Buttlar, Sam Carpenter, Jim Trepanier, Hal Wakefield, Gary Burdine, Kevin Burke, Mike Ripka
The meeting was called to order around 10 am. Imad Al-Qadi presided over the meeting. 

Additions to Planning Committee

Dr. Imad Al-Qadi opened the meeting by discussing possible additions to the planning committee. It was suggested that Amy Schutzbach, Patty Broers, and Matt Mueller, all of IDOT, be added to the committee. Other suggestions included Vicki Prill and Bill Vavrick of ARA, a tollway person, a city person, and an asphalt contractor. 

2006 Recap

Imad recapped the 2006 Conference, including the registration fee and the number of registered and actual attendees. The conference has shown consistent attendee growth in the past 3 years. The 2006 numbers included 210 registered and 182 attendees. Imad recapped the speakers and offered that he thought that last year’s speakers were excellent. He asked for feedback from others, and other positive comments were given about the 2006 schedule and the speakers. 

2007 Planning

Imad initiated discussion about potential locations for the 2007 conference in Champaign, and the new Hilton Garden Inn was discussed as a possibility. This hotel is the newest and nicest in Champaign. The parking is good, and the location is easy to get to (site of former Chancellor). It is not known if this hotel gives State rates but being that the conference is only 1 day and the Hawthorne is down the street which does give State rates, this wasn’t considered to be a problem. 

Imad then suggested the possibility of combining the conference with the North Central Asphalt Group (NCAG) Regional Superpave Conference which is to be held in Illinois in January 2008; it is generally a 2-day conference. One of the primary reasons is that many of the same people attend. Discussion among the group followed with most of the reaction being positive with many pros given, including that it would bring new life to the conference, would be more efficient for the people who attend both, and would allow for new contacts to be made. A con was that the Bituminous conference would lose some of its “tradition” but this con was countered because the other conference is a regional conference that moves from State to State each year, the Bituminous conference would be “its own” again in 2008. The move to combine conferences would have to be discussed by the NCAG group, led by Becky McDaniel, which is planning to meet on June 18. 

Imad made a motion to approach Becky about joining the conferences while keeping both equally presented and advertised, and sharing organization and decision making. Jim seconded the motion. All were in favor.

The group then moved on to discuss presentation ideas for the Bituminous side of the conference. It is understood that if the conference is combined, we may not get to keep all of our topic ideas or that they may be combined with others but it was decided that the best way was to suggest topics as if they were for the usual Bituminous conference. It was also agreed that the conference “tracks” should not be separate.
The following topics were suggested: 
· In-place Longitudinal Joint Density (contractor/ expert)

· IDOT Update 

· European Warm Mix (Eric followed by Dan Gallagher)

· Reflective Cracking Control

· Local Roads Update (preservation and cold in-place recycling)

· SMA

· IDOT Central Lab

· Green Report

· NAPA 

· NCAT

· Limiting Strain

· Porous HMA

· ICT update

· Material Reference Sampling

· Farm truck study MN

· Ground-Tire in HMA

· Toll-Way Bituminous Initiatives

· Materials availability and cost

· NPDES

· Recent Research on HMA Recycling (Panel); RAP Fractioning; Toll-Way; Marv

· HMA in Developing Countries (Bill Pine; Lee Gilvan)

· Surface treatments

· Advances in PG classifications / selection

· Asset Management

· Rubblization

· Safety Issues (Nighttime Paving, Friction )
· Improvement of anti-segregation

After considering these topics, the meeting attendees ranked their preferences privately and turned in their preferences to be counted. 
The following topics were excluded from the voting with the understanding that they would be included:
1. IDOT Update / ICT Update Dave L. and Imad

· Material Reference Sampling

· Improvement of anti-segregation Kits, 

2. Local Roads Update (preservation and cold in-place recycling) Kevin

The ranking for the remaining topics was as follows, with suggested speakers listed: 
1. In-place Longitudinal Joint Density, Chuck Deal, Scherocman
2. Warm Mix Asphalt , Eric followed by Dan Gallagher
a. National

b. International

c. Other states in Region
3. HMA in Developing Countries , Bill Pine; Lee Galivan
4. HMA Recycling Innovations / Panel,  Steve Gillen, Marvin, Cindy

a. Ground-Tire in HMA

b. Recent Research on HMA Recycling 

c. RAP Fractioning; 

d. Expanded RAP usage

e. Green Report

5. Reflective crack control, Bill and Imad
6. Surface treatments, Wood, MnDOT
7. Safety Issues, Priscilla Tobias, Matt

a. Nighttime Paving, 

b. Friction, 

c. Rumble Stripes

8. Advances in PG classifications / selection,  Bukowski, Bahia
9. Extended Life of Pavements in Illinois, Sam, Marshall, Marvin

10. Asset Management, Brian Pfeifer

Imad and the others who have been invited to attend the NCAG planning committee meeting will present these topics for consideration at the combined conference.
The meeting adjourned for lunch. 

