Data Science and
Startups

My commentary on getting a job, and working
as a ‘data guy” at a startup in the Bay area.

Jeremy McMinis



Overview

Timeline

¢1/2014 started at Wizeline
o'Sr. Analyst - Data Services
o\\Nork, work, work

o earn, learn, learn




What is “Data Science” ???

oDifferent everywhere you ask
eL-Nngineering
eData structures/algorithms
eBest practices
o Big data’
o braries
eStatistics
o[ TL - mostly munging data
e(Grunt work




What Kind of Data Scientist Am |? -

Other:
o Engineering Statisticglo/lo_eaming
* QA (debugging)

e "Bl

» Post-sales support
e Sales support

Othe
60%




Essential Skills - Abstract

Learn Fast, Work Hard, Exceed Expectations

eUnderstand algorithms
eHigh level knowledge of all technigues
eDetailed knowledge of key technigques

eUnderstand data tlow through the pipeline
ePhysical intuition for interesting results
e\/isualization and communication skills
eABL - Always Be Learning




Essential Skills - Concrete

eScripting language eDatabases
ePython/Ruby/Julia/... eData structures, algorithms
eStats language ¢100-200 level CS
R/... eEngineering best practices

eStatistical learning algorithms  e“Standard” libraries
eSupervised - SVM, Random eHadoop/Hive/Pig

-orests, ... eSpark/Shark/...

eUnsupervised - NN e(5it, bash, linux, ...

eNatural Language Processing

o atent Dirichlet, Naive Bayes

Not exhaustive, Requirements vary

| have a list of these | send to people,
Ping me with an email, I'll forward it to you



Finding a Job

Start a search

1. FIind your job sector

2. Find your company list

3. Talk to hiring manager/ recruiter

eMove 10 S
¢ [alk to Recruiters

e[ inkedin
o[cllowships

e|nsight, Zipf, many others
oNETWORKI!!!




Interviewing for Jobs

ePrepare for it - don't be surprised
eRead coding interview books
eCheck out their site
®| ook on glassdoor.cormnr
eDon't interview at your first choice first




Life at a Start-up

®| £SS Money, more equity

e| carn fast, work hard - 4x

e\lore responsiblility

¢1-2 year window - success or failure
eNetwork etfects

®| ¢SS access to mentors

eCompany culture varies



Resources

Build your network

e(Github o [ake Classes
eHackernews eCoursera

eQuora e|nsight and other
o| inkedin fellowship

*Bl0gs eProject with friends
o\leetups

| have a list of these | send to people,
Ping me with an email, I'll forward it to you



Questions?



