
A Physicist Goes to 
Washington 

 
Gregory Mack, PhD 

Government Relations Specialist 
American Physical Society 

Twitter: @GregDMackPhD 





Credit: 
 NSF 



A
A

A
S

 STPF 



nsf.gov/about/congress/toolkit.jsp 



A
A

A
S

 STPF 



Why? 



What do we need to do physics? 

Equations 

Code 

 
 

 





PhD Physicist:  
Rep. Bill Foster  
(D, IL-14) 

PhD Mathematician: 
Rep. Jerry McNerney 
(D, CA-9) 

HOUSE: 241 R – 194 D  



Not everyone  
thinks like  
you do … 
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ATLAS Collaboration 



APS Office of  Public 
Affairs (OPA) 

•  Purpose: Connect physicists, the 
public, and the government on 
relevant issues for APS and the 
physics community 

•  Located near the White House 
and Capitol Hill 



APS Office of  Public 
Affairs (OPA) 

Overseen by / interacts with              
4 groups: 

•  Physics Policy Committee 

•  Panel on Public Affairs 

•  Education Policy Committee 

•  Industrial Policy Advisory 
Subcommittee 





 
•  Advocate for robust and 

reliable funding for science 
agencies 

•  Monitor and advocate on 
Authorization and 
Appropriations bills 

 
 

Research Funding 



 
•  Advocate for robust and 

reliable funding for science 
agencies 

•  Monitor and advocate on 
Authorization and 
Appropriations bills 

•  APS does not pit physics 
against the other sciences 

 

Research Funding 



Commerce, Justice, 
and Science 

Energy and Water 

Labor, HHS, and 
Education 



Interacting with Congress & Executive Branch Agencies  

Comments on 
American 

Innovation and 
Competitiveness 

Act 



APS Member Mobilization 



APS Member Mobilization 
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Specific recommendations: 

(OSTP)  

 (OMB) 

 



Report 

Advocacy 

Every 
Student 

Succeeds 
Act 





Member Involvement in Policy/Advocacy 

•  APS campaigns 
•  Emails 
•  Phone Calls 
•  Social Media 

•  Op-Eds 

•  Congressional meetings 
     in DC and in your state 
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Things I’ve Learned 

•  Words matter 

•  Yes, scientists need to speak up 

•  The government is complex, with lots of  
voices and lots of  priorities 

•  Not everything is logical… 



If  physicists don’t speak up for the needs of  
physicists, who will? 

 

 

Contact Greg Mack to get involved with APS 
mack@aps.org 

 

http://www.aps.org/policy/ 


