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Defining Pavement Preservation

Pavement preservation is an activity highway agencies employ to maintain and 
improve a pavement’s functional condition at a relatively low cost.

Activities employing a network level, long-term strategy that enhances 
pavement performance by using an integrated, cost-effective set of practices 
that extend pavement life, improve safety, and meet road user expectations.

Pavement preservation treatments are lower cost, non-structural treatments 
used to extend the surface life of a pavement before the roadway reaches a 
condition that requires rehabilitation.



1st Right Turn – The Road

• Does the AADT support pavement preservation?
• Will the maintenance of traffic allow the construction of preservation?
• Does the pavement structure contain know materials related issues 

(D-cracking, ASR, ACR)?
• Does the agency’s preservation “toolbox” include treatments to 

address the pavement in question?
• Are there features on the roadway that would preclude it from 

preservation treatments?



Centerline Rumbles

•One example of roadway features that need to be considered 
is centerline rumbles.  While many preservation treatments 
will be very good at just that, preserving the surface, they will 
decrease the effectiveness of the rumble strip.



2nd Right – Appropriate Timing

• Is the roadway still in good condition?
• Do we have a good balance of service life of existing surface and 

minimal distress to allow for preservation?
• Do we have time during the remainder of the construction season to 

apply the treatment?



Ready for Preservation?



Maximizing the Life



Optimizing the timing

• Montana and South Dakota both seal cracks after one year and then 
place a surface treatment after two years 
• On average IDOT is selecting projects with a CRS of approx. 6.5
• Other reports and studies have stated that approximately 5-7 years of 

life prior to treatment is ideal



3rd Right – Best fit of Treatments

• Surface age
• AADT
• Pavement structure
• Distresses
• Ride Quality
• Rutting
• Construction history



Information from iRoads



CRS Data History from iRoads



Videos from CRS Workstations



Review of BDE Guidance – CH 53



Review of BDE Guidance – CH 53



Review of BDE Guidance – CH 53



Questions


