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Step 1:  
http://cmmserv.mrl.illinois.edu/FSMRLproposal/Proposal_1.asp
Title and category of your proposal, funding information

If you have an existing user number, you can 
submit a “Change of Scope” to request new 
techniques for your existing project.

http://cmmserv.mrl.illinois.edu/FSMRLproposal/Proposal_1.asp


Step 2:  Contact information

Select any MRL staff members you’ve 
discussed your project with (optional).

List the email address you usually check—
even if it isn’t your Illinois email—because 
this is how MRL will contact you.



Step 3:  Select instruments/techniques to be used

Select all techniques you would like to use for your project.  Techniques are sorted by category—
browse or search to find the ones you need.

If you are submitting a Change of Scope, do not list techniques your project is already approved for.

If you will use any biological materials—even if they are harmless—
this box must be checked.

Answer the “Describe…” question for every technique selected.

Proposals with missing descriptions can’t be processed.



Step 4:  Accept obligation to cite 

This must be present in all 
papers/publications which use 
research work done at MRL.

Send the citation or a copy of the publication for work done at 
MRL to mrl-facilities@illinois.edu.

mailto:mrl-facilities@illinois.edu


Step 5:  Proposal review and acceptance process

The proposal will be reviewed by MRL staff.  You will be contacted with any 
questions or when your proposal is approved.

During the time when the proposal is under review, make sure you are 
caught up on the required safety training.  An orientation is required for 
researchers new to MRL.  Details are here: 
http://mrl.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/pdfs/mrl%20researcher%20orienta
tion.pdf

When your proposal is approved, you will be issued a user number. You may 
schedule training after you complete the MRL orientation and submit the 
appropriate DRS safety certificates (see links below for each part of MRL):

• http://mrl.illinois.edu/facilities/micronanofabrication-facility/mrl-
microfab-cleanroom-training-and-access-procedure

• http://mrl.illinois.edu/facilities/laser-and-spectroscopy-facility/lsf-safety
• http://mrl.illinois.edu/facilities/center-microanalysis-materials/cmm-

safety#Training

http://mrl.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/pdfs/mrl%20researcher%20orientation.pdf
http://mrl.illinois.edu/facilities/center-microanalysis-materials/cmm-safety#Training
http://mrl.illinois.edu/facilities/center-microanalysis-materials/cmm-safety#Training
http://mrl.illinois.edu/facilities/center-microanalysis-materials/cmm-safety#Training
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